The First Englishmen in India

were at Ms court, he received the unpromising
assurance that the English were " a complete
nation of thieves," and that MildenhalPs visit
was a preliminary to an attempt to wrest from
him some of his chief ports. After this, the king
and his council, were, as Mildenhall puts it,
" flat against " him; but this antagonism was
onl7 made known to Mildenhall by private
intelligence, and was not betrayed by the
demeanour of the king. He even promised the
envoy that he was willing to accede to all his
demands except that which asked for freedom
to fight the Portuguese in his dominions. To
this request, however, Mildenhall obstinately
adhered, and received from the king an assur-
ance that he would reconsider the point.
Nothing accrued, and Mildenhall ceased attend-
ing the Emperor's court; but resumed attend-
ance on Akbar complaining of his absence. Soon,
however, he grew weary of lingering in this
aimless fashion; and his troubles were increased
by the fact that all the influential men whom
he might have bribed with a view to the gaining
of his wishes had already been over-bribed by
the Jesuits. To add to his misfortunes, Jesuit
machination caused his interpreter to desert
him, and he was compelled to spend six months
in learning Persian, As soon as he could speak it
" something reasonably," he went " in great
discontentment" to the king, and told him
outright " how small it would stand with so
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